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Selections from .
Romeo and Juliet
for flute, viola and harp

arr. Gilad Cohen
2015

Program Notes

Prokofiev’s classic ballet Romeo and Juliet from 1935 brings together folk-like melodies,
unexpected harmonies, pounding rhythms and a wild collage of colors. Translating the music
from the richness of the symphonic orchestra to the intimacy of a flute, viola and harp is neither
a natural choice nor an easy task. As a result, Prokofiev’s masterpiece takes this chamber
instrumentation to unexpected places. The harp stomps dance rhythms that are seldom found
in trios for the same instrumentation by the French impressionists, while the flute and viola sing
captivating tunes that are quite far from similar pieces by avante-garde composers.

A central challenge in the arrangement process was to preserve the coloristic variety

that Prokofiev masterfully created with the orchestra (as well as to find ways to reproduce
brassy melodies and percussive patterns). A moment of revelation came when I looked at the
composer’s own arrangement of selections of the ballet for piano solo and realized

how much freedom he took when adapting the piece. As much as timbre is central for
Prokofiev, the musical themes in this piece are so strong and idiosyncratic that they

seem to work surprisingly well through different instrumental lenses. A different
instrumentation might in fact reveal new facets in these melodies that we have known

and loved for years.



Romeo and Juliet
Arrangement for flute, viola and harp

From Romeo and Juliet

1. Masks

Act 1 Scene 2 no. 12

Sergei Prokofiev

Arrangement: Gilad Cohen 2015

Updated May 2023
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2. Juliet as a Young Girl

Act 1 Scene 2 no. 10

From Romeo and Juliet
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3. The Montagues and The Capulets

From Romeo and Juliet

Act 1 Scene 2 no. 13

Sergei Prokofiev

Arrangement: Gilad Cohen 2015
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From Romeo and Juliet
Sergei Prokofiev

Arrangement: Gilad Cohen 2015
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5. Morning Dance
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From Romeo and Juliet

Act 1 Scene 1 no. 4
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Sergei Prokofiev

Arrangement: Gilad Cohen 2015

From Romeo and Juliet
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Act 1 Scene 1 no. 6
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