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Gilad Cohen
The Last Battle of King Sorrow

Each of the four movements may be performed individually.

Program Notes:

The Last Battle of King Sorrow is a piece of both melancholy and bravura. The main horn theme brings to my mind a king
near the end of his reign who reflects on old triumphs and failures. As a whole, the piece creates a tapestry of memories
as every theme in the first movement is revisited in the following three movements. The unusual instrumentation
(a standard woodwind quintet joined by a bass clarinet) is inspired by Leo$ Janacek’s masterpiece Mladi, in which he uses
the bass clarinet as the main bass instrument, freeing the bassoon to marvel at its lyrical tenor register. In King Sorrow,

I chose to celebrate the existence of two bass instruments through nods to rock bands that cherish a dark tone.
Throughout the first movement, the bassoon and bass clarinet play a heavy bass line using power chords, a guitar technique
that is popular in hard rock. The second movement features a repeated section that is my attempt to compose a grand,
Alice-in-Chains-style chorus: the upper woodwinds growl in close 3-part harmony that resembles this band’s
distinctive vocal harmonies, the bass instruments share bass duties through Bach-like imitation, and the French horn bends
notes up and down, suggesting an electric guitar played with a whammy bar and a wah-wah effect.

In the third and fourth movements, several melodies and bass lines are immediately echoed by another instrument
similarly to Pink Floyd’s use of delay effect. Lastly, King Sorrow owes some debt to his brother-in-arms King Crimson.
This genre-bending band combines rock grooves with some of the most dissonant licks in rock history, to the point
of mingling with the dark art of atonality (heavens!). Due to the impact mark that these musicians and others have on
The Last Battle of King Sorrow, I included in the score a list of musical references. I hope these could be useful for performers

for capturing particular sounds and performance styles, or at least provide them with an uncanny playlist for eerie nights.

List of references:

These musical references provided inspiration for the indicated sections
and can be useful for capturing particular sounds and performance styles.

REF1.1, m. 9 (flute): Jethro Tull’s “Cross-Eyed Mary” 0:24-0:58; Jethro Tull’s “My God” 3:24+.

REF2. I, m. 32+, IV m. 1+: King Crimson’s “Starless” 4:30+

REF3. I, mm 8-16 (clarinet): Invincible’s “Detroit Summer” 0:46-1:11+

REF4. II, mm 29-36, mm 70-77: Alice in Chains’ “Junkhead” 0:00-1:00

REF5. I m. 37: Alice in Chains’ “Sickman” 0:00-0:34

REF6. II m. 53: AKA Keyz’ “Live Like This” 0:28-0:47

REF7. I mm 78-85: Alice in Chains’ “Sickman” 0:40-1:20

REFS. II m. 94-109: King Crimson’s “Lament” 3:41-4:05

REF9. I, mm 113-114: Maurice Ravel’s Tombeau de Couperin (orchestral version), 1* movement, last 4 bars.
REF10. III mm 5-29: Pink Floyd’s “Sheep” 0:00+

REF11. III m. 30-36, 77-83: Sa-Roc’s “Hand on God” 1:15-1:37

REF12. IV mm 10-25: Pink Floyd’s “Another Brick in the Wall, Pt. 1” 0:00+

REF13. IV m. 12-15 (oboe and flute): Pink Floyd “Shine On You Crazy Diamond (Pts. 6-9) 1:01+

REF14. IV m. 26+: King Crimson “Fructure” 9:13+

REF15. IV m. 54+: Pink Floyd’s “Atom Heart Mother” 21:42-22:11.

REF16. IV m62-end: Pink Floyd’s “Interstellar Overdrive” 9:03-9:40; Nirvana’s “Serve the Servants” 3:18-3:37



The Last Battle of King Sorrow

Approx. length: 20 min.
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growl / double with singing ad lib.
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H Battle ends; Senza misura

REF.16
15 sec.
62 | weird menacing sounds, alternate between growling
() : and tremolos with occlasional overblown etc. : .
il (i€ : : : :
1 1 1 1
Using bottom joint and bell, | f : i |
play long glissandos with occasionaljfast trills ad lib. H H '
1 1 1 1
) LN e TN
)" 4
Ob. |Hry = T T T ]
ANAv4 1 1 1 ]
© ' f i i i
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! I slowly ascending and descending wind sounds ad lib. !
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