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Gilad Cohen
Ten Variations

Program notes

Ten Variations confronts enigmatic and abstract sections with moments of clarity and directionality. It is based on a short, simple
melodic theme that is travelling through a musical journey and gradually revealed throughout the piece. Mysterious, rocky, festive,
cool or glum - a different mood and character are used in each variation in order to expose a new facet of the theme. While some of the
variations live comfortably in the world of 20th century’s concert music (Ravel and Shostakovich being highly influential), others use
rhythms and sounds derived from popular and world music (here bands like Alice in Chains, Pink Floyd and the Israeli Arabic-Jewish
ensemble Bustan Abraham come to mind). Likewise, different moments in the piece may be soothing, captivating or startling for the
listener. Ten Variations ends with a celebration of folk tunes, classical music polyphony, rock harmonies, and funk-dance grooves,
while the theme is presented for the first time in its complete, triumphant form, thus offering a sense of catharsis.

"Ten Variations" is the winner of the
2012 Franz Josef Reinl International Composition Contest in Vienna (Austria)

Online recording

A demo recording of the piece is available at https://vimeo.com/32605396



Performance notes:

GENERAL:
1. All the variations should be played in a row (atfacca), with no longer breaks than indicated.

2. Boxed passages should be played in regardless of tempo and barlines, with no attempt to match the rest of the instruments.

STRINGS PIZZ.:

g - Pluck first note, gliss to the following note and pluck again.

=0

- Pluck first note, then gliss until reaching the second (without plucking again).

VIOLINS:
In the boxed passages in Variation no. 1, for diamond noteheads apply "harmonic pressure" on strings,
while sound is alternating between actual harmonics and nearly white noise.
VIOLA:

1. A standard guitar pick is needed in Variation no. 10.
The violist might find that strumming chords with a pick is easier when holding the viola on his/her lap, like a guitar

www.giladcohen.com

email: gilad@giladcohen.com
© 2011 ASCAP/ACUM, All rights reserved.



Ten Variations
For Oboe, Piano and String Quartet

. e Gilad Cohen 2011
Variation no. 1
" Andante, Dark and Mysterious (J.=44)
P’ A o - 6 - T - T - T - 10) - Irel
Oboe Hey e | | | o) res
})V (o) I[e] 1 1 1 1O 1O
pizz.
o simile
r () %) | | | | | | | | | | | |
V' lln I g O I ¥ I 6 I I I I I I I I 9 I I I 6
oint [ T - - s FE = =]
g & »- o o o o o o o »- o o »-
mp
—3—/ simile
. p let vlbrate 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
pizz —37 —3/ 37 —37 —37 —37 —37 —3/ 37 —37 —3/ 37
Ao}
A e Ok v L2 N L2\ L2 N L2 N L2 N <\ L2 N <o N\ L2 N L2 N L2 N <\
Lo g O < 1N < N e < NN < N < N < N < 1N < N < N < N o WECVARAY < N < 1N ra
VlOlln II 7 T 0 7 T 7 7 g 7 7 3 7 T g 7 # T 3 7 # T g 7 # 7 g 7 T £ 7 T 7 T g 7 T g 7 T §
¢ ¢ ¢ e s e ¢ e e
7" Diike ccho® 7 y y y 7" P 75 P aE. 7 7 7 7
+ + + + + + + + + + + +
;31; g Lg L.gJ g g g g Lg L.g_J g Lg L.gJ
arco
(2 W e ral X \ 'y \ i o1 ral
Viola ﬁﬁg = el = ¢ D B ‘ e e : =g & & el
(3 Mo S € uﬁ:‘;ﬁi j 458 : e e e S— <
& _— ~ o __o 117 —_ 1
p soli, dark, mysterjous
pizz. vib.
. o309 - ra - . ‘ . ‘ X X \ \ 0 - ra
Violoncello |22 el ¢ N— N 1 R ‘ ‘ rd 2 el
(o) (o) Ay " g ~ # . A (o) (o)
N 7 ’_—w 1—ﬁﬁjﬁ#izv —¢:
mf soli, dark, mysterious
B glisS. |
p £ S LV
o O | Vi ral oY ral
y AN ? X ? 2 L0 ) - - - - J - L0J
D8 € € 8 8 8
) L .
. pluck strings inside the piano
Piano with nail
0O ral oY ral
“Jed o ? 2 L0 J - - - - J - L0J
Z Q | & Q QL Q
(o) i (o) (o) (o)
%0

* - Violin II's part should sound like an echo of violin I with two repetitions; thus, among the two violins, each note is softer than the previous one.
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rubato, ruminating

14 . h — — —
0 r F r pre o @ sy T
ob. HA - > j — H Y= —H iF i —— i
;s = | | | 2 |
rp —0P
sul E ) _
sul A rhythm ad lib., echo 2nd violin trill half step all through gliss.
sul pont. 5 tr b
. o b
) ‘ ‘ mysterioso " - s 7o hh.e (sul POHt-)? %
v 1 |H—h— | Pl “ta éﬁ i - — :
%bw ﬁ i
————— I I ————
— ———
For diamond noteheads, apply harmonic piessure on strings,
sul B while sound is alternating between actual harmonics and nearly white noise
sul A rhythm ad lib. (ignore other instruments
arco — Y (ig ) (sul pont.)
—3— sul pont o — — trill half step all through gliss.
: tr tr
N myesterioso| E.m. 12) e
P A = %) 3 S @ Hy p - i )
Vn. 11 z e ; - , > = ! 7
e
Vi PP PP o———""pp
L 3_+, For diamgnd noteheads, apply harmonic pressure on ptrings,
while soupd is alternating between actual harmonics and nearly white noise.
—3— PP like echo® —3— simile —3— —3— —37 —3- —37 —3—
24 2ol
. « B L% L% L% L% L% L% L% .
YA VA VA VA VA VA VA VA
Via. iy o= ho- : : : : : : : e —te—ta
;7 lo-. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. T;ﬂ:
> m
subf’ P
—37 37
‘7|.| )—ﬂ '_3;\ '_3;\ '_3;\ '_33\ '_33\ '_3;‘\ o 5\ (P) .
Ve ) & S oF 7 L7 < < e v
. </ </ </ </ </ </
~ r X 71) 71) 71) 71) 7 1) 71) o
S S 4 4 4 4 4 : = :
JV =~ p like echo* simile l @
subf’ S
- —g .
-, 88 = 9 S S H
Y i a—_—— ] —— = . :
D i i — i
Pno. —— submf’ mf'soli; dark
o) — e y 10 - - e < N D]
Z ¢ : NN
£ o he
). 1 8 ..

* - The combination of the viola and cello's parts should sound like an echo with two repetitions; thus, each fifth is softer than the previous one.



Freely, but together with piano
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Variation no. 2
Allegro, Rocky and Driven; keep a very steady beat (J=140)

35
0H —
Ob. I~V Fe o2 Ha - I - I - I - I
- [oReir 4 | | | |
>mp
sudden 111 simile + +
i 0 o 0 o o + = - -
LA stop pizz. . "\= . "\= . "\= . J\= .. [\HO Obh S th . "\=
vn 1 19 - A — = — : = : — : e [ —— — p—
. [ fan @) Ve 7 Y 1 I I I I 1 I I I I T 1 I I I I I [
VO = 3 7 12Y | | | | 12Y | | | | | |
ry) [ 4 g o @ p [ 4 [ 4 el X J [ 4 p [ 4 [ 4 [ 4 [ 4 I E—
- -~ N— e - N— N~ SN~—" ~—'
mf giusto
sul E
arco (S
= e e
) ord. || & s = <
70 - %
Vo 1T {Hey & %
o B
prpp —  pp
Throughout this variation, the open € may be played as left-hand pizz.
dd Alternatively, the pattern can be plugked with three fingers.
sudden ;
s}flop (pizz.)
0 . T = = = = | == = = | =] = =] =]
via. (58 e e S =5 ===
d d d d v d 4 [ d [ d 4 [ d [ d (4d L d d d
=, . = = = simile
mf giusto
sudden arco sul G
stop =
(*) -1
0 - % ]
Ve. |EAR % 1 S
(o) = 3 |
N < < 53 > =
prpPp —_—pp
0H
A9 - % - - - -
[ fan @) Iy
o B
Pno.
O I/
9 - % - - - -
Z Q I/
(o) = 3
) sudden

stop
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Variation no. 3
Same tempo, festive, driven
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72 Variation no. 4
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24 @ Variation no. 5
Moderato (J=100), tense and dramatic
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@ Variation no. 6
7

Andante, groovy, laid-back (J=88)
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Variation no. 7

Andante rubato (J.=45), ruminating
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© VIOLINS: Gliss as slow as possible, ignoring the beat and the other instruments, from the indicated harmonic to the highest one on the E string,
switching seemlessly between strings, and fade out when approaching the end of the fingerboard.
Change bow when necessary, seamlessly as possible. Repeat as many times as needed until cue.
The overall result of the strings should sound like constant ascending glissandos with no beginning or end.
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VIOLA & CELLO: Gliss as slow as possible, ignoring the beat and the other instruments, and fade out when approaching the end of the fingerboard.
Change bow when necessary, seamlessly as possible. Repeat as many times as needed until cue.
The overall result of the strings should sound like constant ascending glissandos with no beginning or end.
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After piano stops:

3 seconds

10 seconds
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Moderato rubato, sad (J

Variation no.
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Allegro, Energetic (J.=60)

Variation no. 9
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Quasi "Waltz"
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